
 

 

FIREPROOF LIVING 

Part 4 of 6 - “THRIVE” Sermon Series. 

Daniel 3:1-30 

 

Starter:  
This is the 4th in a 6-part sermon series entitle “Thrive”. 
Ask the group to do a quick recap of the other topics discussed in the series. How does this 
topic relate to the previous stories or passages?  What is the common thread?  What are the 
main themes? 
 
THE INTENT IS TO MOVE FROM SPECTATORS TO PARTICIPANTS! 
 
Read: Daniel 3:1-30 (Leader can select the main verses to emphasize) 
This is a story of the power of God to Preserve and protect us. 

In this passage, King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold that towered over the province of 
Babylon.  Many scholars state that the statue's dimensions (6x60 cubits) are linked with those 
of Ezra-Nehemiah's Second Temple (60x60 cubits), suggesting that the king's image is contrasted 
with the place of worship for faithful Jews like Daniel. Nebuchadnezzar commanded all the officials 
to bow down and pay homage to his golden image.  This was clearly against the values of Daniel 
and his three friends.  Who were these friends?    

Why did they refuse?  What commandment would be broken if they did? Why is this 
commandment important? 
Read - Exodus 20:4-6 - You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything 
in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea.  You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, 
the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the 
sins of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and 
fourth generations of those who reject me.  But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on 
those who love me and obey my commands. 
The key lesson here is that God is near to us and will save us if we remain faithful.  This is also a 
lesson that God will humble the world power so that his name can be glorified. What is the ultimate 
outcome in this story? Read v. 29. 
 
Discussion points: 
From the passage, we were able to glean the following: 
 
I. 3 SIMILARITIES TO US TODAY (3:1-15) 

1. The world creates idols and images they want us to worship (3:1-7)  
2. If we reject the world’s idols/images, people will try to burn you (3:8-12) 
3.  Doing the right things always makes some people mad (3:13-15)  
 

II. WHEN THE HEAT IS ON (3:16-18) 
1. Don’t worry about defending yourself (3:16) 
 2. Remember that God has the power to save you (3:17a)  
3. God will save you (3:17b)  
4. Announce your faith to God no matter what (3:18)  
 
 



 

III. TRUSTING GOD IN THE FURNACE OF LIFE (3:19-30) 
1. God will walk through the fire with you (3:24-25) Isaiah 43:2-3  
2. God will burn off everything tying you down (3:25) Isaiah 48:10  
3. God will give you a new freedom (3:25)  
4. God will make sure you come out unharmed (3:26-27)  
5. It will bring all things to God (3:28-30) 

 
What symbols and idols are in today’s world?  Some are subtler than others.  Pastor Mark 
mentioned hockey cards, sports icons, celebrities – the glamour of Hollywood.  Also of note are types 
of phones, brand names, coffee.   Briefly discuss them. 
 
What are the main characteristics of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego that we should 
emulate? 
  

 
Diving Deeper: 

• Discover your idols. What images, pictures, or things are you using when you worship God? 
Are you relying on them as a crutch when you pray or worship? Take a good, close look at 
the things you use in your faith, because sometimes they're so hidden it's hard to see them. 

• Spend time with just you and God. Let the relationship take center stage. Remember when 
you are going through the fiery furnaces in life that you should have faith in God and His 
Word.  He will protect you always.  He will never leave you or forsake you. 

• Put aside the world's depictions of God. We have all kinds of imagery when it comes to 
God. Paintings, movies, statues, and more have tried over and over to tell us what God looks 
like. We really have no idea. Put aside what you've seen and allow God to guide you in other 
ways.  His ways are higher than all other ways.   

• God is all powerful and He will save you.  Trust that He will always save you and if He 
allows you to go into the fire then He will be there with you to comfort and protect you. 

• You will come out unharmed and His name will be glorified.  Is. 48:10 I have refined you.  
When you go through trials, people will see God’s reflection in you if you remain faithful. 

• Think about your own fiery furnaces.  How has God helped you?  What was the ultimate 
outcome?  What are the lessons? 


