
 

 
A WORD OF FORGIVENESS 

The “CROSS WORDS” Sermon Series – Pt. 1 
Luke 23:32-34 

 
STARTER:  WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SEVEN SAYINGS OF THE CROSS?   

The seven simple words uttered by Jesus before he died on the cross showed His love and His purpose.  
READ: Luke 23:32-34 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
 
The CROSS has much significance.   
A study of the cross and the Roman crucifixion revealed that it is heavy, burdensome, gruesome and the 
epitome of pain and suffering.  There were several passages in the Bible which highlighted that: 

• Jesus carried the cross - John 19 
• Several nails were placed in him arms and feet   John 20:25 
• His arms were stretched out to the side and he was crucified on a cross beam.  John 21:18, Matt. 27:37 

 
Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them,” because He was fulfilling Old Testament prophecy: “He bore the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). From the cross, Jesus interceded for sinners. 
Today, risen and glorified, Jesus remains the “one mediator between God and mankind” (1 Timothy 2:5).  
Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them,” because He was putting into practice the principle He had taught in 
the Sermon on the Mount: “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I 
tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:43–44). Jesus, the persecuted, 
prayed for His persecutors. 
 
What are the main lessons/take away from the main passage? 
Pastor Mark indicated that there are 3 main prayers wrapped up in these seven words.  
 
First, it was AN UNSELFISH PRAYER.   
His focus was not on his own pain and suffering.   
He was in anguish yet he was interceding on behalf of others. 
Imagine yourself in that situation what would your natural inclination be?  What do you think your 
parting words would be? 
 
Secondly it was A TRUSTING PRAYER 
Jesus said “Father”.  These are words of intimacy and showed that He fully trusted his Abba, Daddy, Papa.  
Jesus trusted God fully.  Similarly, when we are in deep anguish, we need to go to our Abba Father and trust 
that He has us covered.  
 
Thirdly, it was A FORGIVING PRAYER 
Jesus revealed His infinite mercy; He still loved them and would forgive them if only they would humble 
themselves and repent. 
 
FORGIVENESS is the main theme. 
The great thing He died to purchase and procure for us, is the forgiveness of sin. 
 



 

What is Forgiveness?  
How would you define Forgiveness? 
What are the benefits of Forgiveness? 
 
Discuss the benefits shared by Pastor Mark and share real life examples of each. 
It brings a RELEASE 
The extent of its REACH  
What you need to REALIZE 
What it takes to RECONCILE 
 
Are there any other benefits of Forgiveness? 
 
DISCUSSION POINTS 
Is there someone you find it difficult to forgive? 

Why do you find it so difficult to forgive? 

Who benefits from forgiveness most?  

Are there any myths about forgiveness? 

What is the best approach to forgiveness?   Jesus is the one who can help us to forgive. 

What are some of the lessons from this prayer?  

1. The duty of praying for our enemies, even when they are endeavoring most to injure us. 

2. The thing we should pray for them is that "God" would pardon them. 

3. We can ask God to give us the grace to forgive, just as we would want to be forgiven 

3. The power and excellence of the Christian religion. No other religion "teaches" people to pray for the forgiveness of 
enemies.  Men of the world seek for "revenge;" the Christian bears reproaches and persecutions with patience, and prays 
that God would pardon those who injure them, and save them from their sins. 

 

Diving Deeper: 

Jesus tells us to forgive.  He suffered, died and was resurrected so that we could have forgiveness and we should extend 
that to our fellow man.  

Reflect on these scriptures:  

“And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven 
may forgive you your sins.” Mark 11:25 

“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” Matthew 26:28 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you” Ephesians 4:32  

 

 
 
 
  


