
 

 

A WORD OF RELATIONSHIP 

The “CROSS WORDS” Sermon Series – Pt. 3 

John 19: 25- 27 

STARTER:  JESUS CARES ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS AND THE FAMILY. Family matters were on His mind  

READ: John 19:25-27 
Jesus said, “‘WOMAN, HERE IS YOUR SON,’ and to the disciple, ‘HERE IS YOUR MOTHER.’ 
 
 “Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary, the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘WOMAN, HERE IS 
YOUR SON,’ and to the disciple, ‘HERE IS YOUR MOTHER.’ From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.”  
 
This week the focus will be on discussion and participation, as we develop relationships and connect on a deeper 
level with each other.  
 
Discuss the main lessons/take away from the main passage. 

• Jesus was going through much agony and pain after 6 trials, yet He took the time to focus on the needs of His 
family and friends. 

• Mary was a widow 
• Jesus had other siblings, yet He commissioned John to take care of His mother.  Why? 
• How do you define “FAMILY”? 

 
Pastor Mark indicated that there are 4 ways to care like Jesus   
 
4 MAIN WAYS TO CARE LIKE JESUS 
 
 I. I must care for my OWN FAMILY   

1. By giving attention - Exod. 20:12  
2. By meeting practical needs - 1 Tim. 5:3-4, 8  
3. By emotional support - Prov. 17:17  

 
What are some of the ways we can care for our family? 
Pastor Mark gave the example of calling his mother every Wednesday and having a time of prayer and discussion.  What 
rituals can we develop to show that we love and care for our family? What are some other ways we can support 
our family? 
 
II. I must care for my SPIRITUAL FAMILY   Read: Matt.12:50; 1 Tim. 5:1-2; Rom. 12:10; Gal. 6:2, 10  
 
The church family is important.  It is our duty as believers to help bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2). When someone 
staggers, we help steady their load. If he is straining, we help bear the burden. If he stumbles, we lift him up. Helping 
fellow believers carry the weight of their worldly troubles is one of the main practical duties we have as Christians. We 
can’t walk the spiritual journey alone.   We need the loving support and guidance of others. 
 
III. I must learn to SEE other’s PAIN even when I am in my own PAIN   READ: Philippians 2:5; 1 Peter 4:1 
 
 IV. I must meet others’ NEEDS even if mine AREN’T MET Romans 15:2; 12:13  
 
This can sometimes be difficult.  However, when we focus on the pain of other people we sometimes forget our own.   
Has that been your experience? 
 
 



 

When you are in pain …  
1. Remember Jesus CARES  
2. Accept CARE 
3. Look FOR SOMEONE TO HELP 
 
HOW DO YOU DEFINE RELATIONSHIPS? 
Relationship most often refers to: Interpersonal connections.  It is a strong, deep, or close association or acquaintance 
between two or more people.   
Relationships are important to God.  This was evident from the creation of Adam.  God wants a true relationship with us.  
We need to spend time developing a strong relationship with God.  However, the term relationship goes beyond that.  We 
need to develop close relationship with our own family and our spiritual family.   
Jesus made this clear even as He was dying on the cross. 
 
DISCUSSION POINTS 
 
Discuss the meaning of relationships in the church and ways we can strengthen that relationship. 
Who makes up the spiritual family? 
What does it take to be a mentor? 
Who is your spiritual mentor?   
Do you have one?   
Are you a spiritual mentor to someone else?   
What are the main types of relationships in society?   
What are some of the ways to develop relationships with others in Church? 
What are some of the rituals you have as a connect group?  
Are these rituals showing that you care about other members of the group? 
Do you know the names of all the members of this group? 
What 3 things can you share about the person sitting next to you?   
If you can’t share 3 things about the person, how about asking that person to share 3 things about themselves? 

How can you be of emotional and spiritual help to others? 

Do you know other members of the church who are not in a connect group?   

Is there room in your connect group?   

Are you a leader? 

Can you become a connect group leader or facilitator to help build relationships? 

Do you pray for your family members daily? 

Do you pray for our church leaders? 

Praying for others is one of the easiest ways to care for others.  

 

DIVING DEEPER 

We are called to bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2)   

What are some of the ways we can live out this commission?  Pray about this issue this week and ask God to open our 
eyes that we can see the needs of others in our family, church and society in general. If you will do that faithfully, your own 
burden won’t seem so heavy. Best of all, you will find it easier to keep your focus heavenward, regardless of the trials you 
suffer in this life. 

Pray that God will use you to come alongside others to help them in their walk. 

Challenge yourself to learn the name of at least one new person each week at church for the rest of the year.  Each time 
you see them, call them by name. Practice this for the rest of the year.  Before you know it, you will know at least 7 new 
people.  


