
 

GETTING READY 
Part 1 of 4 in the “Intentional” Sermon Series 

Matthew 28:18-20 
Pastor Mark Scarr 

Intentional: describes an action performed with awareness; done deliberately; 
consciously; purposely 
GETTING STARTED: 
The Challenge: To be INTENTIONAL about living out ‘THE GREAT COMMISSION’. 

 Take a poll of the group members. Have you heard the term ‘the Great Commission’?  
 Yes or No? If Yes, do you know what it says? (This is not to shame anyone but to prove  
 evidence found by church researchers.) 

The Great Commission is found in Matthew 28:18-20 
“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

1. Discuss the Authority, Activity and Assurance within the above passage. Modern day 
‘evangelism’ scares many. Understanding what Jesus was actually asking his followers to 
do will help dispel some myths. Sharing the personal ‘hits’ and ‘misses’ of telling others 
about one’s faith may help encourage and inspire group members. 

2. Pastor Mark reviewed 5 basic reminders to motivate us: i) God loves everyone (John 
3:16), ii) People are spiritually lost (Romans 3:10-12; Is 59:2), iii) People need Jesus (John 
14:6; Acts 4:12), iv) People have ‘moved’ (Is 5:20) and v) People need answers (2 Cor 
10:5) 
Discuss these reminders. 

3. Read John 14:6 and Acts 4:12 It’s important, in light of number 4 in the above question, to 
pause here a moment. We live in a post-Christian culture. People bristle at the mere 
suggestion that there is only one way to God. In fact, many in the church cling to this belief 
despite professing to be Christian. It IS offensive to some and Jesus may be a stumbling 
block BUT we either believe what he said about himself or we don’t. 

4. There are 3 Intentional Steps we each can take to be part of the Great Commision: 
Visualize (walk your talk) Verbalize (be ready to share the hope you have) and Verify (the 
effect should be like seasoning with salt NOT attacking someone with pepper spray) 

5. Read 2 Cor 2:15, 2 Cor 3:2 and Matt 5:13 – discuss the images portrayed and how they 
help fashion our witness. 

 
PRAY FOR GOD MOMENTS TO SHARE THE HOPE YOU HAVE WITH SOMEONE THIS WEEK 


