
 

 

DO GOODERS & INVITERS 

Part 4 of “Intentional” Sermon Series. 

Acts 9:36-42 NIV 

 

Starter:  
As we come to the close of the Sermon Series “Intentional” let us recap some of the main themes of the Sermon Series 
and continue to explore the theme of the “Great Commission”.  
 
Ask the group to give a definition/understanding of the Great Commission  

• Jesus was given complete authority in heaven and on earth  
• The disciples were to go in this authority 
• The disciples were to make disciples 
• They were to make disciples of all nations  
•  This disciple-making required baptizing  
• This disciple-making required teaching obedience 
• This obedience was to the same commandment Jesus gave to the disciples 
• Jesus would be with them (and us) until the end of the age 

 
Recap the examples in past sermons of the approach of individuals in fulfillment of the Great Commission. 
  
Paul – intellectual approach 
Peter – direct approach 
Matthew – interpersonal approach  
Blind Man – testimonial approach 
 
THE INTENT IS TO MOVE FROM SPECTATORS TO PARTICIPANTS! 
 
Read: Acts 9:36-42 NIV 
 
DISCUSSION POINTS 
Let’s review the ways that God uses people to bring others to God.  In the beginning of the passage, we are introduced to 
a faithful woman named Tabitha, whose Greek name is Dorcas.  We will explore the meaning of her name and the culture 
and practices of the time. She is remembered as a person who served and was someone of deep faith and creativity.  This 
is a lesson in Charity and Service. She was a Disciple.   

What does it mean to be a disciple? 
Do you feel like you have authority to witness for Jesus Christ? Why? 
Are you fearful to witness to others? 
Who are the most difficult people to witness to? 
Why is it difficult to witness to these people?  
 
Pastor Mark shared 7 components of the Gospel message that can be our guide when we are sharing the gospel. 
 
I. The Seven Components of the Gospel Message.   
 

1. God is LOVE - John 3:16; 1 John 4:8 
 
2. Man is a SINNER - Romans 3:23, 6:23 



 

 
3. Jesus is the WAY - John 14:6  
 
4.  GRACE is sufficient - Ephesians 2:8-9 – Gift of God 
 
5. REPENTANCE is necessary - 1 John 1:9 
 
6. FAITH is the key - Romans 10:9-10   
 
7. PEACE is the result - Romans 5:1 

 
II. The SERVING Approach of Dorcas (Acts 9:36-42) 
Discuss the approach of Dorcas. 

1. Her NAME - v.36a Tabitha/Dorcas/gazelle – meaning swift; admirable eyes 
 
2. Her MINISTRY - v.36b - She was always doing good and helping the poor. She made clothing for the poor.  She 
clothed them with compassion.  
 
3. Her INFLUENCE - v.37-42 many people believed the Lord 
Why did God use Peter to raise Dorcas to life? 
She was the only person who cared for the poor and the needy. She was able to reach individuals on a personal level. 

 
III. The INVITATIONAL Approach of the Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42) … 
 

1. The ENCOUNTER - v.1-10, 25-26 – Samaritan woman’s encounter with Jesus.  
What is the lesson here?  
One encounter with Jesus can change your life 
When you are tired and weary, that could be a time for God to use you.   
What did Jesus say?   “I am the living water”  
 
2. The INVITATION - v.28-29 
She left her jar. She said “COME”. She urged them to come and get to know Jesus 
 
3. The DECISION - v.30, 39-42 
They made their way to meet Jesus.  Many of the Samaritans believed in him because of her testimony.  
Many became believes because they now know for themselves. 
The village came to Jesus because the Samaritan woman said “Come” 

 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 
 
What are some of the ways you can use the example of Dorcas to serve? 
What can you do to help?  Discuss how you can help the Ministry fulfill the Great Commission? 
Do you contribute to the Christmas shoe boxes; donate to missions, volunteer in Church? 
Who will you invite to church? 
 

 
Diving Deeper: 
Recap and practice what you have learned over the past 4 weeks. 
Pray for opportunities to serve and for guidance on who you can invite to come to know Jesus. 
Throughout this week pray for God to show you how to exercise the Great Commission. Watch and listen for God’s 
answers and promptings. 


