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GETTING STARTED: Uncommon: rare, unusual, exceptional, abnormal, 
unprecedented, out of the ordinary, strange, not typical, surprising. Ask group 
members to share the MOST uncommon thing that has EVER happened in their 
lives to this point. 
 
READ: Joel 1:1-20 (Note: Joel is a minor prophet and his name means ‘Yahweh is 
God’) 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Uncommon Occurrences: Reread Joel 1:1-4 Discuss some ‘uncommon’ 
occurrences (both positive and negative) that have or are occurring in the lives of 
the group members. 

2. Identify the verb (to LISTEN) that is key in these 4 verses. How do the group 
members practice or cultivate this skill in their lives? Does is come easily? What 
hurdles have to be overcome to ‘hear’ the voice of the Lord? 

3. Uncommon Mourning: Reread Joel 1:5-12 The locust plague being described by 
Joel has destroyed the land and the lives and livelihood of the inhabitants of the 
land. There is profound grief. Do the group members feel that grief and mourning 
are dealt with well in North American culture? In their own lives? 

4. Have times of suffering and grief drawn group members towards or pushed group 
members away from God? What makes the difference? (Reread the end of verse 
12) How can we best help and encourage one another in the midst of difficult 
times? 

5. Uncommon Praying: Reread Joel 1:13-20 emphasizing verse 19 – ‘To you, Lord, I 
call….’ 
What is it about the actual pain of sackcloth, praying all night and fasting that is so 
significant?  

6. What are the uncommon occurrences (negative) in the group members’ lives for 
which the group can fast and pray. When will this happen? 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
Read and meditate on Acts 12:1-19. 


