
 

 

CHRISTMAS RISK SERMON SERIES 

Risk of Obedience, Pt. 2 of 4  

Matthew 1:18  

Pastor Mark 

 

STARTER:  Would you agree that God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things?  

Many individuals in the Bible risk much to serve a perfect God.  This sermon series shows the various risks individuals 
face as a part of Christmas and how God honors them.  

Sing: Trust and Obey 
 
We will now focus on Joseph, the forgotten man.   The name Joseph means “God will give the increase,” signifying the 
promised blessings of God for those who will obey Him. Joseph lived in Nazareth in Galilee.  Joseph was from Bethlehem 
and his lineage traces back to King David. He is a carpenter, a profession that he passed on to Jesus. He wasn’t “well off”.  
Nothing is recorded of what he said. He was an ordinary man serving an extraordinary God.  
 

Read: Matthew 1 - What are the main lessons/take aways from the passage? 
 
Lessons from Joseph  
 
1. Joseph’s dilemma - v.18  
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  
 
How did the birth of Jesus come about?  Joseph and Mary were betrothed/pledged to be married.  The marriage was 
arranged. There was a contract and dowry or gift given. That betrothal period could last up to a year and during that time 
the parties could not have intimate contact with each other or anyone else.   The year was to prove their commitment.  
Joseph was preparing a home for his new bride, when he discovered that Mary was pregnant.  The custom was that if 
someone was unfaithful, they could be shamed publicly at the city gates, divorced and they could be stoned to death. 
 
Tsaddiyq (Hebrew) – Faithful and committed to the law.  Jospeh was well-respected as someone who knew and respected 
the law.  He was obedient to God’s Word and so he was faced with a dilemma of what to do with Mary.  He wants to be 
faithful to the law, but he didn’t want to hurt Mary. 
 
2. Joseph’s character of grace- v.19-20a  
19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 
mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he had considered this …  
 
We focus on how Joseph behaved in his time of dilemma.  He was not hasty in his decision-making.  Joseph’s character 
was one of love, forgiveness and compassion.  He chose Forgiveness.  The character of Joseph was evident as he did not 
want to expose Mary to public disgrace because he loved her.  He thought it over and decided that he could quietly 
divorce her.     
 
Joseph’s character is analogous to Jesus’ character.  Jesus doesn’t embarrass us.  He quietly forgives us.  
 
3. Joseph’s Crisis of Faith - v.20b-23  
20 … an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are 
to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 



 

had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”).  
 
God spoke to Joseph.  He reminded him of his lineage.  He said “do not be afraid”.   Fear can cripple you and prevent you 
from walking by faith.  God’s perfect love casts out fear.  He said take her home now as your wife.  Marry Mary!  The 
name Jesus means “God saves”. This was in fulfillment of the prophesy.  Joseph knew the Scriptures.  He listened to and 
obeyed the voice of God.  He immediately obeyed.  Grace overshadows the law. 
 
4. Joseph’s obedience - v.24-25  
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But 
he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.  
Matthew 2:13-15; 2:19-23  
 
He didn’t want to taint the work of the spirit.  He wanted the miracle to be validated.  
 
Joseph was always obedient.  He listened and obeyed promptly.   
 
What are some of the other ways that we see Joseph’s commitment to listen to and obey God throughout his life? 

 
 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
 
What is the analogy between Joseph and Jesus?  (Preparing a place for His faithful followers) 
 
Imagine yourself in Joseph’s shoes.  How would you feel?  How would you handle such a betrayal? Would you be able to 
contain your anger, dismay, frustration, and most of all, the desire to get revenge? 
 

The majority of those whom God has used through the ages have been ordinary men and women who have become 
extraordinary.  This is because of their trust and faith in a great God. Does this say something to you? 

 
• How and why did Joseph understand the words of the angel when he first appeared to him? 
• How did Joseph demonstrate his deep devotion to God? 
• What are some of the ways that God speaks to us?  
• Are you willing to let God use you to do extraordinary things?   
• Have you heard the voice of God telling you to do something?    
• Has God ever helped you when you were in a dilemma? (Tell about your experience.) 
• If you haven’t been hearing His voice have you been praying for God’s guidance (even with every day activities 

and decision making)?   
• What dilemma are you facing? 

 
 
Diving Deeper: 

Isn’t it encouraging to realize that God is more interested in what we are than who we are, and that our character is much 
more important to Him than our profession or academic brilliance? God honors obedience.  
1. Over the next few days, consider asking God to speak to you and pray that you will promptly listen and obey Him.  
2. Are you walking through a dilemma?  Pray that the Spirit of the living God will guide you and show you the next 

steps. 
 
Share your experience and thoughts about the above with the group at the beginning of the next meeting.  


