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STARTER:  Would you agree that God wants to challenge us in our area of spiritual finances?   

Over the past few weeks we have been sharing about spiritual fitness.  We examined our spiritual fitness.  We 
looked at the importance of strengthening our prayer life and being hungry for the Word of God. We examined 
how to have a healthy devotional life and improve our spiritual fitness.   Today we are examining our financial 
fitness as a part of our overall spiritual fitness.   
 
Read:  Matthew 25:14-30 NIV  
 
What are the main lessons/take away from the passage? 
In this passage, there were several parables.  The first is about the virgins.  It calls us to be ready for the return 
of Jesus.  The Parable of the Talents tells us what we should do while we wait.  
 
There are seven truths that can be revealed to us through the text. 
 
1. EVERYTHING you have BELONGS to God - v.14  
14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them.  
Your life, family, car…everything, belongs to God.  You are not an owner you are a steward or trustee of these 
items. We must be careful not to think that what we have is ours.  God has entrusted it to us. 
 
2. God has LOANED you money - v.14-18  
14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted wealth to them. 15 To 
one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then 
he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work 
and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had 
received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  
What you think you own, is on loan.  Every one of us has been given talent.   
A talent in Rome is equal to 71 pounds of gold.  Each person was given millions in today’s currency.  
 The amount that each person is given is based on his ability and we need to be good stewards for the kingdom 
of God.  God has entrusted us with these gifts and it’s not what we get, but what we do with what we have.  
 
3. One day God will AUDIT you – v.19-26  
19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.  
God will return one day and audit you.  We will have to give an account for what we have done with what He 
has entrusted you with.  The ones with 5 and 2 talents invested what they were given and doubled it for the 
kingdom of God.  The Master blessed them and promoted them.  The one with one talent hid it and gave back 
only what was given to him.  His master was disappointed.  An unused gift equals an unmet need.   
 
4. You must use God’s money WISELY – v.27  
27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 
received it back with interest.  



 

We need to be wise for the kingdom of God.  If we lack wisdom then we should pray for wisdom and 
guidance.  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him. James 1:5 
 
5. You must move against your FEARS – v.25  
25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’  
The one who hid his talent was gripped by fear.  The kingdom of God is risky business and we must walk by 
faith. We must be willing to live our lives with spirit-filled individuals, working for the kingdom of God.    
 
6. If you don’t USE it you will LOSE it – v.28-29  
28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given 
more, and they will have abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them.  
If you don’t function in the gift He has given to you, He will use someone else.  God will give more to the one 
who wisely and faithfully uses what God has entrusted to them.   If you are faithful with the little He has given 
to you, God will bless you so you can continue to bless others.  He multiplies our effort.   
 
7. God will REWARD you for good STEWARDSHIP - v.21, 23, 30  
21 & 23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things.  
He was commended. “Well, done”. 
He was elevated.   He will raise your influence.   “I will put you in charge of many things.”   
He celebrates with us.  
 
This is the hard part of the text.  You must do something for the kingdom of God.  You are saved to 
serve.  If you are a follower of Jesus, God wants to use you for His kingdom and he wants you to use these 
gifts for the kingdom of God.  
 
30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth’  
 
DISCUSSION POINTS 
• How does this parable represent the kingdom of heaven?     • What do talents represent?  
• Who did the master represent? (Jesus)                                   • Who did the servants represent? (disciples, us)  
• What kind of talents do you have?                  • What have you learned from this parable about using your 
talents?  

What are the gifts in the Bible?   Read 1 Corinthians 12 

• What is your gift?    
• Do you know your gift?   
• How can you use your gift for building the kingdom?  

 
Diving Deeper: 
1. Over the next few days pray about the gift that God has given you. Ask God to increase your faith and to 

show you how to use your gift for the advancement of His kingdom.    Ask God to provide the support you 
need bring your gifts to light.  

2. Pray “Lord Jesus, have I ventured anything for you? Have I risked my life for your sake? Lord, teach 
me to risk, to abandon, to live beyond my own self gratification and to focus on serving the kingdom 
of God.  For your name's sake, Amen”. 

 
  


