
 

 

THE INVITATIONAL SHIFT 
The “SHIFT” Sermon Series – Pt. 1 OF 5 

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 
STARTER: GOD CAN DO ALL THINGS. God speaks and reveal things by his spirit.  Just because we 
haven’t seen it or heard of it, doesn’t mean God can’t do it. 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 2:9-10 
 
Explore the shifting God wants for us in our personal life and as a church.  
 
DEFINITION OF SHIFT - moving from what is, to what can be. 
 
Examine: What is, where we are, how things are now.  Let’s focus on what can be. 
 
DEFINITION OF CULTURE: shared set of values, attitude and goals. 
 
What is the overriding attitude?  
 
What are our church beliefs, attitude and culture? 
Authentic – real God, real life. 
Relational – connecting people to God and our community. 
Diverse – Intercultural  
Focus is on Following Jesus.  We have classes that delve into the Word of God and how they apply in a 
practical way to our lives. Connect groups are about people doing life together.  
Serve – we are saved to serve.   
 
The Parable of the Great Banquet, Luke 14:15-23, NIV  
 
 Like 14:15: When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one 
who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”  
 
Discuss the main lessons/take away from this passage. 
 
Pastor Mark indicated that there are 3 main things to focus on in the passage. 
 
3 MAIN THINGS TO FOCUS ON FROM THE PASSAGE 
 
I. The Invitation EXTENDED - v.16-17  

a. The SPLENDOR of this event - v.16a  
b. The SCOPE of this event - v.16b - The people who were well known in the area. 
c. The STAGES of this event - v.17 - The stages were - the invitation and the meal invitation, the RSVP 
and the meal time 

 
II. The Invitation EXTINGUISHED - v.18-20  

a. The excuse of MATERIAL POSSESSIONS - v.18   Material possessions can keep you from God. 
b. The excuse of PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENTS - v.19 Your job can keep you from God. 
c. The excuse of PERSONAL RELATIONS - v.20  

 
III. The Invitation EXPANDED- v.21-24  

a. The expansion is CRITICAL - v.21a  



 

b. The expansion is COMPREHENSIVE - v.21b  
c. The expansion is CHALLENGING - v.22-24  

 
 
DISCUSSION POINTS 

1. What is the meaning of the Parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:15-24)?  What symbolism is used 
and what does it mean. How is it applicable to us today? 

2. Portraying the kingdom of God as a festive meal is common in the Bible. We receive the invitation, 
"Come, for everything is ready now". What is your response?  

3. What is the symbolism of “the meal”? 

4. The ‘meal’ may be ready, but are we?  

5. Where are our personal priorities?  
6. What are some examples of the excuses people give for not going to church?  
7. What are some examples of the excuses people give for not becoming a Christian? 
8. What are some of the examples of the excuses people give for not serving?  
9. Do we want to enter the kingdom of God or do we prefer to follow our own self-centered agenda?  

10. Have you ever written an email expressing "regrets" when not wanting to accept an invitation?  How do 
you feel when you are writing that email?  How do you think your hosts feel when they receive your 
message?   

11. Do you think your excuses bring you closer or strengthen your relationship?  

12. Are property, power and relationships good reasons for staying away from Jesus/the Church? 

13. What do some people say? “What would be in it for me”?  

14. What are the other ways that we have rejected the invitation of God to serve Him and to serve others? 
 

DIVING DEEPER 
There is still room.  Notice how the invitation to the banquet became more and more inclusive as the story 
developed. We may be surprised at who we find beside us when we are seated at the heavenly feast.  

Is our own hospitality so inclusive? 

How is the great commission similar to this story? 

What are some of the ways we can live out this commission?  “Go into the world and make disciples for 
Jesus.”  

Pray about this issue this week and ask God to open your eyes to the excuses you give.  Challenge yourself to 
invite at least one person to church this year.  Better yet, one person per month.   Use the invitation cards 
received. Challenge yourself to live beyond yourself and see how you can demonstrate what God has called us 
to do. One encounter with Jesus can change your life and the life of others.  

Think about a time when you declined an invitation from Jesus? Do you recall when you were too busy to visit 
that old friend living alone?  Have you ignored someone that you know needed help? How about ignoring that 
friend or neighbour who was ill in hospital?  Have you ever said “‘I am too busy right now; I will visit/call another 
day”? How easy it is to put off something that puts extra pressure on our busy day. 

Pray that God will give us the grace to respond to the many promptings of the Holy Spirit.  Many times, the 
Holy Spirit is inviting us to reach out to the lonely, the lost, the sad, and the needy.  Ask God to open our ears 
that we may hear Him and when we hear Him, let us take action. 

 


