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Introduction: These notes explore shifting our mindset when it comes to giving.  Appreciate that there 
may be a lot of different opinions and emotions represented in the room. 
 
Brainstorm: Have the group think of various resources they each have to give/share BESIDES 
money. Get creative! 
 
Discussion Points: 

1. Review the six levels of giving. None/Occasional/Regular/Tithing/Grace/Faith. Are there any 
group members that have questions about the various levels? 

2. Tithing is a concept unique to belonging to a faith community. Tithing is defined as 1/10 of 
one’s income. Read Leviticus 27:30, Malachi 3:10, Genesis 14:18-20, 28:22, Matthew 23:23, 
Matthew 22:15-22, Luke 7:36, Romans 6:14 and Matthew 5:17 For those who would define 
tithing differently, do these passages help to address their ‘arguments’. An example of a 
common argument is: we are under grace versus the law therefore we are not bound to 10%. 
BUT the verses show us that Jesus (the one who said he came to fulfill the law NOT abolish it) 
tithed. 

3. Read the focus verse in 1Timothy now. Before going through the traits of a generous person 
that Pastor Mark provided in the sermon, have the group create their own list. Keep track of 
where their contribution overlaps with his so as to avoid repetition. 

4. In light of the list of the traits of a generous person discuss the following statement: “A 
generous person tithes but a tithing person is NOT necessarily generous.” 

5. Read Matthew 14:14-21 and to wrap up the discussion end where you began. What does it 
mean to ‘open up your lunch bag’!! 

 
 
Digging Deeper: Read 2Peter 1:3 God has given us everything. EVERYTHING we need. 
Consider that we actually don’t donate or give anything to God that wasn’t first His and gifted to 
us.  


