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GETTING STARTED: Let’ start by discussing the various ways we use the word ‘good’. Consider the 
following examples: “He’s a good artist but she’s excellent.” “Oh, that’s good!” [when someone makes 
a profound point in a speech or sermon for example] “Mom, can you make something good for supper 
tonight?” “If the key sticks in the door just give it a good yank!” “You have been so good to my 
daughter while she was staying with you – thank you.” How are the meanings different and how are 
they the same? 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. You’ve looked at contemporary uses of the word good. Now read the following passages and 
follow the use of the words good and goodness through the biblical text. Genesis 1:3-4, 
Exodus 33:19, Psalm 23:6, Psalm 100:5, Romans 8:28 and Hebrews 13:16. What can you 
observe about the use of these words in the texts? 

2. Now read Acts 11:24. Barnabas is going to be our example of what it looks like to be good. 
Read Acts 4:32-37 What are the first two characteristics of a good person? Can a good person 
be miserly or discouraging? Why or why not? 

3. A good person befriends others. Summarize the story of Paul and examine the role Barnabas 
played (Acts 9:26-27) in easing his introduction to the leadership and Jerusalem believers. 
Then examine (Acts 9:28-31) what that ultimately meant for the gospel of Christ. 

4. Let’s pause here and ask ourselves – “Isn’t the opposite of good – Bad?” and if so isn’t being 
good just not being bad? 

5. Read Acts 11:19-26 and discuss the two characteristics of goodness highlighted by Pastor 
Mark in these verses. (unifying and humble) Do you think it was hard for Barnabas to take a 
‘back seat’ to Paul? Why or why not? 

6. Goodness is a fruit of the spirit so it goes without saying that a good person is spirit led. Or 
does it? 

7. Thank God, perfection is not a criterion for bearing the fruit of the spirit of goodness. Read 
Galatians 2:11-13 and talk about how a fine and good man like Barnabas could get caught up 
in hypocrisy. Why/How is this reassuring?  

 
DIGGING DEEPER 
 Forgiveness is key AGAIN.  Good people, people who with the power of the Holy Spirit and are 
good, forgive. Period. It’s about receiving Christ’s forgiveness and then extending forgiveness to 
those who have wronged us.  Ask God to help you forgive so you are free. 


