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GETTING STARTED – If you were able to ask Jesus ONE question face to face what would it 
be?  
The disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray. Read Luke 11:1 and Matthew 6:5-13. Pastor 
Mark suggests that understanding the 8 different components of the Lord’s Prayer will 
radically transform our attitude/perspective on prayer. This week we examine the importance 
of connection when seeking to communicate with the God of the universe. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

1. Read Matthew 6:9a “Our Father in Heaven…”. Given that the term ‘Father’ is infrequently used 
in the Torah or Old Testament how much more significant is it that Jesus would use this term 
to begin THE prayer? 

2. The Greek word PATER is intimate. In fact, in Aramaic is translated ABBA and would be like 
saying ‘Papa’ or even ‘Daddy’. Read and discuss the passages cited in the sermon that use 
this term – Mark 14:36, Luke 23:34, Romans 8:15 and Galatians 4:6 

3. Consider: God is not merely our Creator but our ‘daddy’. 
4. Discuss the massive hindrance to meaningful connection with God through prayer-the 

assumption that our heavenly Father is like our earthly Father. Can the group members relate 
to any of the 4 types of earthly fathers? (Unreasonable, unreliable, unconcerned and 
unappeasable) 

5. Review the characteristics of God our Father (Caring, Consistent, Close and Competent). 
Read all the verses supporting that He is caring. Have each group member pick his or her 
‘favourite’ verse to commit to memory. 

6. Take a few minutes to contemplate the following questions “Isn’t God everybody’s Father?” 
(yes) and “Isn’t everybody a child of God?” (no). The difference is salvation-in faith, believing 
that Jesus is the resurrected Son of God. 

 
DIGGING DEEPER If you have never acknowledged Christ as your Lord and Saviour please 
speak to your Connect group leader. 
If your connection with God IS hindered by your experience with your earthly father consider 
seeking counsel to be able to move forward. Or perhaps read the book recommended by 
Pastor Mark. The Faith of the Fatherless by Paul Vitz 


